MINUTES OF SEEVENT OVER 60S AGM
held at Leicester Banks CC   on 25th November   2015.
1.  Attendees:

Lincolnshire ,Worcestershire , Wiltshire ,Leicestershire ,Surrey ,Warwickshire , Gloucestershire ,Buckinghamshire , Suffolk ,Cheshire , Lancashire , Northamptonshire , Berkshire ,Sussex , Yorkshire , Derbyshire , Shropshire , Devon , Oxfordshire , Wales , Bedfordshire , Essex , Hertfordshire , Norfolk , Hampshire , Cambridgeshire/Huntingdonshire , Middlesex , Somerset , Kent , Northumberland/Durham .
Some counties brought observers to the meeting .
2.  Apologies – none were received.
3.  Minutes of 2014 meeting were accepted without issue .
 Proposed : Somerset ; Seconded : Bedfordshire .
NEM CON
4. Matters arising – none .

5.  Chairman’s Report

Martin Pearse thanked the Seevent officers and committee for their work and assistance and also Seevent for their continued sponsorship, and Richard Mansfield of DMS sports. He was happy that there were more players playing and therefore more teams involved in the 60s and 70s competitions, and hoped that the competition would continue to grow. He mentioned AZ cricket balls and said their representative would be arriving shortly with balls for examination and purchase. 
He then presented cups and trophies to the 60s 1st X1 winners Somerset and Runners up Yorkshire, to the 2nd X1 winners Cheshire, 3rd X1 winners Kent and to the 70’s winners Sussex.

He said this year’s internationals had been a success on and off the field. In Barbados we won 1 “test” and lost the other and against the Australians we won 1 and lost 1 of the one day games but lost the 2 day game at Sunbury. He felt the Australians were much younger and fitter than when they had previously toured and contained ex-State players .
In November 2016 the 60s are going to Australia and are looking to play 13 games in 26 days through Sydney, Melbourne, Tasmania and Adelaide. John Foster is tour captain and Chris Swadkin his vice, with a suggested party of 17 players plus manager and fitness trainer.

The recent over 70’s tour to Australia had been a great success with England winning the series 2 to 1 , and he thanked Hugh Milner for leading this tour and his organisational work on and off the field.

The over 70 Australians are coming to England in 2016 playing 13 games in 23 days and he said any player of the required age could be selected irrespective of whether or not he plays in the 70’s competition..  

He confirmed that Henry Blofeld and Peter Baxter had agreed to become vice presidents and he hoped that this would help raise our profile.

The Spitfire competition was set up in 2008 but lots of politics were now involved. Recently the ECB 50’s sent out questionnaires for opinions but answers were straight yes or no and no discussion was available. At least we talk things through!
6.  Treasurer’s report.
Hugh Milner reported on the accounts as previously emailed to all counties. As he was away in Australia he was unable to provide absolutely accurate figures for the year ended 30/9/15 but he will now be able to make any adjustments necessary and advise counties accordingly. There are only 2 years left of Seevent sponsorship and he felt it prudent to build up a reserve in case we could not get future sponsors. He also felt that we should agree and set budgets for all finals and that internationals including tours should be self-funding as the recent 70s tour had been. These were accepted by the counties who also agreed unanimously agreed that and the subscriptions for 2016 were increased in line with the treasurer’s suggestions. An amendment by Gloucestershire for an additional £100 subscription per county was not supported .
Hugh had obtained £10,000 sponsorship towards the Australia tour. He said the Australians charged on average $800 (£400) a game – sometimes including one meal, sometimes two and on others including spectators. This needs careful consideration for the forthcoming tour. 

Cheshire asked if there would now be retrospective funding for the 2nds competition final but the answer was negative.
The question was asked whether we should continue fund individual trophies for the finals but it was agreed that this practice would continue. Hugh’s accounts were accepted and he was thanked for his efforts. Hugh in turn thanked the auditor Barrie Peay for his help.

      7.   Subscriptions

Following on from the treasurers report it was agreed that subscriptions be increased in line with the figures shown below . 

60+ 1st XI 
£120

60+ 2nd X!
£  60

60+ 3rd XI
£  60

60+ 4th XI
£  60

70+ 1st XI
£  60
Proposed : Lincolnshire  Seconded :Essex


NEM CON

      8.   Election of Officers
There were no nominations, the existing officials and committee had been elected up to the 2016 AGM .

Chairman : Martin Pearse

Secretary:  Gil Collins

Treasurer: Hugh Milner

Committee Members : Amlan Kumar Ghoshal , Graeme Howgate . Dave Yorath , Richard Owen , Barry Briscoe , Mike Savage .

      9.   Auditors

Barrie Peay was thanked and re-elected for 2016.

    10.  Sponsorship

Seevent are our exclusive sponsors at £2,500 per annum for two further years and are unlikely to want to share  with any potential new joint or minor sponsors. The chairman is to confirm this position with Seevent’s new Chairman, Neil Gates.
  11.  Resolutions
11.1 Proposal – Derbyshire proposed, Worcestershire seconded that Seevent is one single organisation and all counties should be able to vote on any matter.

Accepted  - 20 for, 6 against 2 abstaining, 
11.1a Proposal – Derbyshire and Worcestershire proposed that a simple majority be required for Constitutional amendments in the future.

Rejected  -  6 for, 18 against.

11.2 Proposal – Warwickshire proposed and Somerset seconded that 70+ games should be 40 overs.

Rejected - 3 for, 18 against.
11.3 Proposal - Warwickshire proposed, Suffolk seconded that there should be 12 players per side in the 70+ game who can be recycled but only 11 bat and 11 field at any time.

Rejected -  5 for,  16 against, 6 abstaining.
11.4  Proposal – Warwickshire proposed that 70+ batsmen should retire at 50.

Rejected – 1 for, 20+ against
11.5  Proposal – Warwickshire proposed that if a match is conceded, the let down side should receive 22 points.

The committee recommend that all matches have to be played and no points be automatically given to either side in a concession. The non-conceding side may then appeal to the secretary giving full circumstances and may then be awarded up to their average points for the season.

This committee proposal was put to the meeting .
Agreed 20 for, 6 against.
11.6 Proposal -  Multiple proposals for the regulation of age of eligibility for 70s comp. 
a. Anyone over 69 on the day of the match can play.

b. .Recommended by the committee that up to two 68 year olds may also play but 2-3 points would be deducted from points attained  in the match.

After lengthy discussion an amended proposal was put to the meeting that anyone over  69  on the day of the match can play and that one 68 year old can play but with a 4 point deduction.

19 for, 6 against. 

11.7 Proposal - Multiple proposals were received  regarding 2nd X1 competition

a. The top 8 counties on points scored will be in the knock out, the top 4 playing at home.

Accepted as already in force.

b. All matches be played on Tuesdays as are the 1st XI .

Rejected 8 for, 19 against.
No player who plays two thirds or more games for the 1st X1 can play for the 2nd X1 in that season’s knock out games .

Accepted - 22 for, 4 against

11.8 Proposal – Kent proposed that the reference to the toss of coin and how it is to be used in the KO stages be placed in the rules; or if both teams are present and the ground unplayable, then a bowl out is used. 
Accepted -  26 for 0 against

11.9 Proposal – Sussex proposed that underage players should not be allowed to play in the 60+ 1st XI or 70+ competitions and that they should play in the 2nd XI or below.

This was withdrawn in light of the previous age ruling.
11.10 Proposal – Hertfordshire propose that the Seevent has full registration of players.

a. On the Seevent Play Cricket website – no unregistered players to be allowed to play

b. Specially registered players to be published on the Seevent web site.

c. All queries / challenges to be dealt with by a 3 man committee with 2 reserves in case of own county involvement.

d. Lists of current 60+ and 70+ internationals be kept on the Seevent website.

a & b Accepted -  24 for , 2 against

c   Already in force. 
d.  Accepted unanimously.

11.11 Proposal – Suffolk proposed, Surrey seconded that a sub committee be formed to deal with 70+ matters.

The committee, who have five 70+ members, consider that this is unnecessary.

Rule 4h already covers regional representatives but It was agreed to accept the five regional reps appointed by the groups be invited to committee meetings.
11.12 Proposal – Worcester proposed, Surrey seconded that start times be brought forward by 30 minutes so that a normal start would be 1:00 pm .

After discussion it was accepted unanimously that starting time for matches would remain at 1:30 pm with the proviso that if agreed by the counties concerned matches could start at 1:00 pm.
11.13 Proposal -   Worcester proposed that the top 16 1st XIs advance to the KO stages.

Withdrawn,

11.14 Proposal – Norfolk proposed that the 1st innings of any match should last no longer than 2hours 45 minutes. Should it do so the batting side would receive its 45 overs but the side batting second would only receive the number of overs/ balls the side batting first received in the 2 hours 45 minutes.
Rejected – 1 for, 20 against.

NOTE: There will be a need to change both the Competition Regulations and the Rules as a result of  the voting on these proposals . This will be done by the Committee before the start of the new season .
     12.  Groups for 2016

1st X1 competition -  30 teams ; following discussion the meeting accepted 5 groups of 6 .
The groups are :

NORTH
S EAST
EAST


WEST


W MIDLANDS
Yorks

Essex

Herts


Devon


Salop

Durham
Surrey

Beds


Hants


Warwicks

Lancs

Middx

Cambs


Somerset

Worcs


Lincs

Kent

Norfolk


Wilts


Northants


Cheshire
Berks

Suffolk


Gloucs


Oxon

Derbys

Sussex 
Leics


Wales


Bucks

2nd X1 competition -  3 new counties coming in, Berks, Middlesex and Warwickshire  but will they will remain with 3 groups These groups will be decided and communicated separately by Dave Yorath .
3rd X1s    no change
70+  will be in  2 groups .
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Norfolk
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     13.  Honoraria

Committee amounts unchanged, Derek Sheldon at £800 and Peter Pearson at £400
14.   Website

It was suggested by DS that we look at building a new Seevent website as the present one is old fashioned , costly , and slow to use. It could cost £650 to design a new website . DS is to look into what is available with a limit of £1000 for purchase. This should help raise our profile as we are the biggest competition of its type in the world. 
Accepted – 23 for, 0 against.

There had been a lot of late entries last year and counties were reminded that rained off matches should also be reported . For the 2016 season it was proposed that results should be notified to Derrick Sheldon within 24 hours whether the game is played or not . Results must also be on Play Cricket in full within 72 hours . There would be a deduction of 2 points for failure to meet these deadlines .
Agreed 23 for , 2 against .
     15. Balls

AZ to supply balls for all competitions apart from 60s 1stX1, where we will continue with the Reader balls but the cost will be £2 greater than last season.

Orders for Reader balls with addresses for recipient and payment to Mike Savage by 10/12/15 .
Orders for AZ balls with addresses for recipient and payment to Graeme Howgate by 10/12/15 . 

     17.  Tours and Internationals

As recommended by the Treasurer previously , it was agreed that all tours and internationals should be self-financing  , hopefully by means of sponsorship.
     18.  Budgets for finals

It was agreed as recommended by the Treasurer earlier , that the finals should be budgeted for as follows :
These are :

1st XI

Ground/Catering

£300



Officials


£100



Trophies –both sides

£250

2nd XI

Ground/Catering

£150



Officials


£100



Trophies –both sides

£100

3rd XI

Ground/Catering

£   0



Officials


£   0





Trophy



£ 50
70+

Ground/Catering

£300



Officials


£100



Trophies –both sides

£250
19. AOB

A suggestion was made by Cheshire that we should look for a top class ground for the 1st  X1 final. Whilst a county ground would appear to be financially out of the question it should be looked at with a view to trying for a good county “out ground”

It was agreed that the 4th X1 games would continue on a friendly basis with a view to operating on a league basis sometime in the future.
It was asked if 2nd XI cricket could be included in the Chairman’s reports on the web site. Dave Yorath agreed that he would TRY to do this .

Meeting closed 3-47p.m.

Dr Gil Collins

Seevent Secretary

With great help from Annette Owen .
